LANGUAGE ARTS

Grade Level Content Standards

By the end of Third Grade, students will:
READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE

Key Ideas &Details
• Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of
a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the
answers.

• Recount stories, including, tables, folktales, ;md myths from
diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or
moral and explain how it is conveyed through kev details in
the text.

• Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations,
or feelings) and explain how theiractions contribute to the
sequence of events.

Craft & Structure
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they arc
used in a text, distinguishing literal from non-literal
language.
• Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing
or speaking abouta text, using terms such aschapter, scene,
and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on
earlier sections.

• Distinguish their own point of view from that of the
narrator or those ot the characters.

• Distinguish their own point of view from thatof the author
of a text.

Integration of Knowledge & Ideas
• Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps,
photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate
understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how
key events occur).

• Describe the logical connection between particular sentences
and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect,
first/second/third in a sequence).

• Compare and contrast the most important points and key
details presented in two texts on the same topic.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
• By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational
texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical
texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity
band independently and proficiently.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
• Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 3
reading and content.

Writing Standards
• Writeopinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point

• Explain how specific aspects of a texts illustrations
contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g.,
create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).
• Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of
stories written by the same author about the same or similar
characters (e.g., in books from a series).

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and
convey ideas and information clearly.
• Write narrativesto develop real or imagined experiences or
events using effective techniques, descriptive details and
clearevent sequences.

• By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature,
including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the
grades 2-3 text complexity band independently and
proficiently.
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efficiently.

Integration of Knowledge & Ideas

Range ofReading and Level of Text Complexity

A CLOVIS

• Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars,
hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic

READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL
TEXT

Key Ideas & Details
• Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of
a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the

of view with reasons and information.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
• Conductshort research projects that build knowledge about

• Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details
and explain how they supportthe main idea.

• Describe the relationship between a series of historical
events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical
procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
Craft & Structure
• Determine the meaning of general academic and domainspecific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3
topic or subject area.

• Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an
experiencewith appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
• Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that
demonstrate fluid readingat an understandable pace; add
visual displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance
certain facts or details.

• Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and
situation in order to provide requested detail or
clarification.

LANGUAGE STANDARDS

Conventions ofStandard English
• Demonstrate command of the conventions ol standard

English grammar and usage when writing orspeaking.
• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

Knowledge ofLanguage
• Use knowledge of language and its conventions when

writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
• Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 3
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of
strategies.
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and
nuances in word meanings.
• Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain specific
words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and
temporal relationships (e.g.. Afterdinner that night we
went looking for them).

a topic.

• Recall information from experiences or gather information
from print and digital sources; take briefnotes on sources
and sort evidence into provided categories.

Range of Writing
• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a

single sittingor a dayor two) for a range of disciplinespecific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

answers.
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Presentation ofKnowledge cr Ideas

SPEAKING & LISTENING STANDARDS

Comprehension & Collaboration
• F-ngagc effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others'
ideas and expressing their own clearly.
• Determine the main ideas and supportingdetails of a text
read aloud or information presented in diverse media and

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
• Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker,
offering appropriateelaboration and detail.

MATHEMATICS
By the endof Third Grade, students will:
OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING

Represent and solve problems involving multiplication
and division.

• Interpret products ofwhole numbers (e.g., interpret 5x7
as the total number of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects
each).

• Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers (e.g.,
interpret 56 * 8 as the number of objects in each share
when 56 objects arc partitioned equally into 8 share).
• Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word
problems in situations by usingdrawings and equations
with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the
problem.
• Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication
or division equation relating three whole numbers. For
example, determine the unknown number that makes the
equation true in each of the equations 8 x ? = 48, 5 = +3,
6x6 = ?.

Understand properties of multiplication and the
relationship between multiplication and division.
• Apply properties of operations asstrategies to multiply and
divide.

• Understand division as an unknown-factor problem. For
example, find 32 ± 8 by finding the number that makes 32

when multiplied by 8.
Multiply and divide within 100.
• Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies
such as the relationship between multiplication and
division. Bythe end of Grade 3, know from memory all
products of two one-digit numbers.

Solve problems involving thefour operations, and
identify and explain patterns in arithmetic.
• Solve two-step word problems using the fouroperations.
Represent these problems using equations with a letter
standing for the unknown quantity. Use mental math to
decide if answers are reasonable.

• Identify arithmetic patterns (including patterns in the
addition table or multiplication table), and explain them
using properties of operations.

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten

Geometric measurement: understandconcepts ofarea

and relate area to multiplication and to addition.
• Recognize area asan attribute of plane figures and
understand concepts of area measurement in square units.
• Measure areas by counting unit squares.

• Relate area to the operations of multiplication and addition.
Geometric measurement: recognize perimeter as an

attribute ofplanefigures and distinguish between
linear and area measures.

• Solve real world and mathematical problems involving
perimeters of polygons, including finding the perimeter,
finding an unknown side length,and exhibiting rectangles
with the same perimeter and different areas.
GEOMETRY

range 10-90 (e.g., 9 x 80, 5 x 60).

Develop understanding offactions as numbers.
• Understand that fractions are equal parts of a whole.
• Understand a fraction as a number on the number line;

represent fractions on a number line diagram.

• Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and
compare fractions by reasoning about theirsize.
Measurement and Data

• Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of
intervals of time, liquid volumes, and masses of objects.
•

Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time

intervals in minutes. Solve word problems involving
addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes.

• Measure and estimate liquid volumes and masses of objects
using standard units of grams, kilograms, and liters. Add,
subtract, multiply, or divide to solve one-step word
problems involving mass or volume.

Represent and interpret data.
• Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bargraph to
represent a data set with several categories. Solve one- and
two-step "how many more" and "how manyless" problems
using information presented in scaled bar graphs.
• Generate measurement data by measuring lengths using
rulers marked with halves and fourths ol an inch. Show the

data by making a line plot.

• Plants and animals have structures serving different
functions ingrowth, survival, and reproduction.
• Examples of diverse life forms in different environments,
such as oceans, deserts, tundra, forests, grasslands, and
wetlands.

• Living things cause changes in the environment where they
live; some changes aredetrimental to the organism or other
survive and reproduce, and others die or move to new
locations.

Matter and Energy
from one form to another.

• Matter has three forms: solid, liquid, and gas.
• Evaporation and meltingare changes that occur when
objects arc heated.
• When two or more substances are combined, a new

substance may be formed with properties different from
those of the original materials.
• All matter is madeof small particles called atoms, too small
to see with our eyes.

• Science experiments show there are over 100 different types
of atoms, and aredisplayed on the Periodic Fable of the
Elements. People oncethought that earth, wind, fire, and
water were the basic elements making up all matter.
• Sources ofstored energy take many forms, such as food,
fuel, and batteries.

• Machines and living things convert stored energy to motion
and heat.

• Waves (water and sound), electric current, and moving
objects may carry energy from one place to another.
Light
• Light has a source and travels in a direction.
• Energy comes from the sun to the Earth in the form of
light.

• Sunlight can be blocked to create shadows.

• Light is reflected from mirrors and other surfaces.

By the end of Third Grade, students will:
CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

Physical andHuman Geography
• Identify geographical features found in their local region.
• Trace ways in which people have used the resources of the
local region and modified the physical environment.
Local American Indian Nations
• Learn about the American Indian nations in their local

region in the past (including religious beliefs, customs,
traditions, and folklore).

• Describe how physical geography influences the waylocal
Indian nations adapted to their natural environment.
• Learn about the interaction between settlers and the Indian
groups.

EARTH SCIENCES

The Sky

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

HISTORY/SOCIAL SCIENCE

an organisms chance for survival.

• Someorganisms that once lived on Earth have completely
disappeared; some organisms resemble others alive today.

• Matter and energy have multipleforms and can be changed
NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS-FRACTIONS

Adaptations
• Adaptations in physical structure or behavior may improve

attributes, and that the shared attributes can define a larger
category. Recognize and draw rhombuses, rectangles, and
squares as examples of quadrilaterals..
• Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Express the area
of each part as a unit fraction of.the whole.

By the end of Third Grade, students will learn:

events, and measurements.

• Collect and analyze data from an investigation to develop
a logical conclusion.

• When the environment changes, some plants and animals

SCIENCE

• Use numerical data in describing and comparing objects,

LIFE SCIENCES

organisms, others are beneficial.

• Fluently add and subtract within 1000.

• Multiply one-digit whole numbers by multiples of 10 in the

our eye.

Reason withshapes and their attributes.
• Understand thatshapes in different categories may share

Use place value understanding and properties of operations
to perform multi-digit arithmetic.
• Round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100.

• Ihecolor of light striking an object affects how oureyes see it.
• We seeobjects when light traveling from an object enters

• Objects in the sky movein regular and predictable patterns.
• The patterns of starsstay the same (although they appear to
move across the sky nightly) and different starscan be seen
in different seasons.

• Flow the moon's appearance changes during the four-week
lunar cycle.

• Telescopes magnify the appearance of somedistant objects
in the sky.
• The Earth is one of several planets that orbit the sun, and
the moon orbits the Earth.

• The position of the sun in the skychanges during the
course of the day and from season to season.
INVESTIGATION AND EXPERIMENTATION

As a basis for understanding scientific progress, and to
address the content in the other three strands, students
will:

• Develop questions and perform investigations using the
scientific process of observing, communicating, comparing,
ordering, and categorizing.
• Ask meaningful questions and conduct careful
investigations.

• Predict the outcome of a simple investigation and compare
the result to the prediction.

• Repeat observations to improve accuracy, and know that
results of similar scientific investigations seldom turn out

same because of differences in the things being investigated,
methods being used, or uncertainty in the
observation.

• Differentiate evidence from opinion.

• Know scientists do not rely on claims or conclusions unless
they are backed by observations that can beconfirmed.

Local History
• Draw from historical and community resources to organize
the sequence of events in local history and describe how
eachperiod of settlement left its mark on the land.
• Learn about the explorers, settlers, and people who continue
to come to the area, including their cultural/religious
traditions and contributions.

• Learn about the economies established by settlers and their
influence on the present-day economy.
• Learn why Fresno County was established and how it has

changed over time, using primary sources such as maps,
photographs, oral histories, letters, and newspapers.
• Know the histories of important local and national
landmarks, symbols and documents that createa senseof
community.

Rules, Laws, and Basic Governmental Structure
• Learn about the role of rules and laws in our daily lives, and
the basic structure of the United States government.
• Learn about the role of citizenship in promoting rules and

laws, and how to participate in a classroom, community,
and in civic life.

• Learn about the three branches of government, with an

emphasis on local government, and how states combine to
form a nation and participate in the federal system.
• Learn about the lives of American heroes who took risks to
secure freedoms.

Basic Economic Reasoning Skills
• Acquire basic economic reasoning skills.
• Learn about the economy of the local region, including use
of natural, human, and capital resources to produce goods
and services, now and in the past.

• Learn that some things are made locally, some in other parts
of the U.S., and some abroad.

